




 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
Holy Rosary Catholic School/St. Joseph Parish 

 
Why does Holy Rosary School have to become part of St. Joseph Parish? (A response from Bishop 
Kevin Vann, JCD, DD) 
When Pope Benedict XVI visited the United States in 2008 he stressed that education is integral to the 
mission of the Catholic Church to proclaim the Good News.  Although such education takes many forms, the 
Catholic school has long been viewed as one of the most effective means of achieving it.  As Shepherd of the 
Diocese, sustaining and extending this type of education is one of my primary responsibilities. 
 
In the history of the Catholic Church in the United States, the mission of the Catholic elementary school has 
been located in the life, structure, and identity of a parish whenever this is possible.  Catholic schools have 
flourished most effectively in this environment of faith, in communion with the local parish. 
 
Pope Benedict XVI also urged the strengthening of this dynamic communal identity to which we belong.  
Our Catholic schools must be places of daily encounter with the living person of Jesus.  As bishop, I believe 
that can best take place in the context of the parish identity.  As much as I appreciate and respect all the 
efforts of those who have made Holy Rosary the fine school it is, it has long been my desire to further 
support the Catholic identity through the mission and community of the parish and school.  The arrival of Fr. 
Dan Kelley as pastor has made this possible and realistic in moving forward toward this goal. 
 
My personal thanks to all those who started and supported Holy Rosary Catholic School in its early years. I 
know, with Fr. Kelley’s leadership, this vital ministry of the parish will flourish even more in the years to 
come. 
 
What will change? 
The day to day formation and education of children will have no noticeable changes.  The school will 
continue to provide a Catholic education for families in the parishes of Arlington and Mansfield.  The school 
will be administratively connected to one parish.  The principal will be immediately responsible to the pastor 
of St. Joseph parish.  The name will change from Holy Rosary Catholic School to St. Joseph Catholic School 
in the fall of 2013. 
 
How will this transition affect my tuition? 
Because Holy Rosary is a cost-based tuition school, the current tuition structure will remain in place.  There 
will not be a separate tuition charged based on your parish registration.  There will continue to be a Catholic 
rate and a non-Catholic rate.  Members of any of the Catholic parishes in Arlington or Mansfield qualify for 
Catholic rates; members of St. Joseph parish will have no special rates. 
 
Will this transition affect registration priority for new families? 
At this time of the transition, St. Joseph parishioners who are registering for school for the first time will not 
have priority over students from other Catholic parishes.  The current registration process will remain the 
same with the current set of guidelines until the transition is complete in the fall of 2013.  This is an issue 
that will need to be explored and discussed in coming years. 
 
Will St. Joseph Parishioners have to pay for the School? 
No, the school is a tuition based school. Holy Rosary is currently paying all its own bills and within the next 
two years will be debt free.  
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