
The contributions you make through the Good 
Friday Collection make possible the programs that 

support Christians in the Holy Land. Our sisters and 
brothers there depend on your generosity.

This year, more than ever, we ask that you pledge 
your assistance to the people living there and those 

ministering in the land that Jesus made holy.

For nearly 800 years, the Holy Land Franciscans have served in the 
land made holy by the life, suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
With your support, the Holy Land Franciscans will continue to nourish 

Christians in the Holy Land with presence, care and service. 

Together, we can support Christianity in the Holy Land.

Holy Land Franciscans

1400 Quincy Street, NE
Washington, DC 20017

3140 Meramec Street  
St. Louis, MO 63118

P.O. Box 69  
San Miguel, CA 93451

Commissaries of the Holy Land in the United States
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Statement of Accountability
The Commissariat of the Holy Land
REVENUES  (From the U.S., Canada and other English speaking countries.)

Good Friday Collection .......................................................$ 19,019,876
EXPENDITURES
Program Services:
Distribution to the Holy Land ..............................................$ 18,000,000
Distribution to Congregation of Oriental Churches .............$ 1,320,000
Other Mission Support ........................................................$ 3,553,600
Supporting Services:
General & Administrative ....................................................$ 453,623
Fund-Raising ......................................................................$ 658,243
TOTAL EXPENDITURES ...................................................$ 23,985,466
Expenses over support ..................................................... ($ 4,965,590)

This is a summary of the Custody of the Holy Land’s report to the  
Holy See. Detailed data is available upon request.

HOW THE PAPAL GOOD FRIDAY  
COLLECTION IS USED

For the people of the Holy Land and the  
pilgrims who visit there

The Franciscans of the Custody of the Holy Land promote and supervise 
the Good Friday Collection on behalf of the Holy See in many parts of the 
world, including the USA. The distribution of the funds from the collection 
is determined by the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, which directly 
allocates a portion of it to a variety of educational and ecclesial efforts in the 
Middle East. The remainder of the $19,019,876 funds from the Good Friday 
Collection from the USA and the other countries that send donations through 
Washington to the Holy Land is used by the Custody for the ministries in the 
Holy Land which the Holy See has entrusted to the Franciscans. The following 
are examples of the activities made possible by the Holy Father’s Good 
Friday Collection and carried out by the Franciscans of the Custody.



Humanitarian and Charitable Activities 
Many Christians are fleeing persecutions of ISIS and other Islamic extremists. The 
Franciscans have organized four reception centers to provide food, shelter, clothing, 
blankets and medicines. This humanitarian aid has been carried out despite the 
destruction of churches during bombardment and the kidnapping of two Franciscan 
priests from their parishes in the past year. The funds from the yearly Pontifical Good 
Friday Collection support these critical needs and continue to facilitate the Franciscans 
as a sign of hope, of dialogue and of reconciliation.

Faith, Memory and Culture – the Holy Places 
For more than 700 years, the Holy See has entrusted to the Franciscans the care of the 
Holy Places for the benefit of the Christians who live there and all who come as pilgrims 
from around the world.  The staffing and maintenance of existing Holy Places and 
development of new projects enable those who live in the Holy Land and those who visit 
to deepen their faith and their spiritual and cultural connection to Salvation History.

Educational and Scientific Activities 
To instruct over 10,000  pre-K through 12th grade students, the Franciscans operate 
and support schools open to all, regardless of religion or nationality.  Muslim and 
Christian students, teachers and families get to know each other and live in harmony. 
University scholarships for 360 students prepare them to get jobs and remain in the 
Holy Land as part of living Catholic communities. Some 120 young men are preparing 
to be priests or brothers. Still others are pursuing advanced degrees in Biblical Studies, 
Archaeology and Theology. An historic museum is currently under construction in 
Jerusalem that will feature Christian artifacts from the numerous archaeological finds 
that span centuries.

Pastoral Activities 
The Franciscans provide pastoral care in 29 parishes in the Holy Land which 
encompasses Israel, Palestine, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Cyprus, Greece, Egypt and 
Rhodes. Parishes offer worship, Christian formation, youth and family programs.  New 
parish centers in Jericho and Cana have been completed.

Liturgical, Ecumenical and Communications Programs 
The Franciscan Media Center tells the story of the Holy Land through multimedia 
distributed throughout the world in more than seven languages. The friars organize 
Liturgical Celebrations for the local Christians and Pilgrims and share with other 
Christian communities in the Holy Land in ongoing Ecumenical cooperation. 


